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APPENDIX 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 

1.   Physical Examination Upper limb 
examination 

A 34 year old dance instructor presents complaining of 
right shoulder pain and difficulty moving it. There is no 
history of trauma. 

 
Perform a full examination of the upper limbs. 

Candidates are required to 
correctly examine the 
patient and present findings 
to the examiner. 
Marking will include 
examiner assessment and 
patient feedback. 

Medical Expertise 

2. Procedure 
3. (Double Station) 

Difficult airway A 50 year old man with severe facial injury after being 
assaulted requires airway management. You have been 
asked by the Team Leader to manage his airway. 

 
The scenario will be on a high fidelity mannequin. You 
have an experienced airway nurse as an assistant. 

Candidates are required to 
demonstrate appropriate 
airway management of 
difficult airway, where 
intubation is not possible. 
They are expected to 
attempt ventilation with 
RSI, then difficult airway 
algorithm and ultimately 
including can t ventilate, 
can t intubate  situation. 

See Specific detailed OSCE 
sample - Airway Management 

Medical Expertise 
 

Teamwork and 
Collaboration 

 
Prioritisation and 
Decision Making 

4.   History taking Cardiac history A 34 year old man presents to the emergency department 
with sudden onset of palpitations that have now resolved. 
This is his ECG. (The ECG is normal) 

 
Take a focussed history, risk stratify him, and explain likely 
causes to this patient. 

Candidates are required to 
take an accurate focused 
history with regard to 
palpitations and risk factors, 
consider and explain the 
likely possible causes to the 
patient. 

Marking will include 
examiner assessment and 
patient feedback 

Medical Expertise 

Communication 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 

5.   History taking Sexual and drug 
history 

A 32 year old woman, who is a known IV drug user, 
presents with an offensive purulent vaginal discharge. 

 
Take a focussed history and explain your recommended 
investigation plan to the patient. 

Candidates are required to 
take a focussed history, and 
develop an investigation 
plan, incorporating 
immediate clinical and 
preventive health issues. 

Health Advocacy 

Medical Expertise 

Communication 

6.   Patient management Clinical synthesis 
from notes and 
documentation 

You are on duty in your Short Stay Ward and you have just 
taken over the care of a 68 year old man with a suspected 
TIA that has now resolved and is being discharged. You are 
provided with the notes which contain a full history and 
examination and patient charts. 
You are to formulate a management plan for this patient. 

 
Write a brief letter to the GP, including the formulated 
management plan 

Candidates are required to 
write a brief letter to the 
GP, including relevant 
findings and an appropriate 
management plan. 

Prioritisation and 
Decision Making 

 
Communication 

Medical Expertise 

7.   Risk assessment from 
history 

Assessment of 
suicide risk 

A 19 year old woman has been admitted following an 
overdose of benzodiazepines. She has been resuscitated 
and is now threatening to take her own discharge 
although she has not yet been assessed by the 
psychiatrist. 

 
You are asked to assess her safety risk and explain to her 
your decision around her request to go home. 

Candidates are required to 
perform a suicide risk 
assessment and 
communicate the outcome 
to the patient. 

Communication 
 

Health Advocacy 
 

Prioritisation and 
Decision Making 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 
8.   Communication / 

confidentiality 
Confidentiality 
and legalities of 
consent 

You have been asked to talk to a distressed father who has 
just arrived in the emergency department demanding 
information about his son. His 17 year old son was 
admitted earlier after being involved in a road traffic 
accident in which he is suspected to have been driving a 
stolen vehicle. He has had a full drug and alcohol screen 
and the police are present. 

 
The son has indicated that he does not wish to talk to his 
father. 

 
You will speak to the father in a private relatives  room. 

Candidates are required to 
talk to the father, bearing in 
mind the right of the 
patient to confidentiality 
and the patient s wishes. 

Candidates are expected to 
talk calmly and 
appropriately to the father 
in a manner that helps to 
resolve the situation. 

Professionalism 

Communication 

9.   Consent Communication 
and gaining 
consent 

 
X-ray 
interpretation 

A 22 year old soccer player has been brought in with a 
wrist fracture which requires reduction. You are provided 
with the X-ray. 

 
You are asked to explain the X-ray findings to the patient 
and gain their consent for a manipulation in the 
emergency department by the method of your choice. 

Candidates are required to 
correctly interpret the X-ray 

Candidates are expected to 
give a thorough explanation 
to the patient regarding 
their injury and 
recommended 
management. 

Candidates are also 
expected to obtain 
informed consent from the 
patient. 

Medical Expertise 

Communication 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 

10. Resuscitation 
11. (Double Station) 

Paediatric 
resuscitation 

An 18 month old child is brought in by ambulance because 
he is unwell. His mother is accompanying him and on 
arrival he starts fitting. 

 
You are the Team Leader in a tertiary hospital, and have 2 
nurses and a junior doctor to assist you. 

 
The history obtainable is that he has had high fevers for a 
day, vomiting, lethargic and developed a rapidly spreading 
rash. 

Candidates are required to 
lead the simulated team 
resuscitation response 
while obtaining a focussed 
history from the mother. 
Candidates are expected to 
consider: 
- IV access including IO if 
required. 
- Vital signs 
- Seizure control 
- IV antibiotics 
- IV fluids 
- Airway management 
- Appropriate consultation 
- Explanation to the mother 
of events 

Medical Expertise 
 

Teamwork and 
Collaboration 

 
Leadership and 
Management 

 
Communication 

12. Teaching Lumbar puncture A 25 year old woman requires a lumbar puncture to 
exclude subarachnoid haemorrhage. The junior doctor has 
seen a lumbar puncture done recently but has never 
performed one. An examiner will be playing the role of the 
junior doctor. A training mannequin is available. 

 
You are asked to explain to a junior doctor how to do the 
lumbar puncture. 

Candidates are required to 
explain to a junior doctor 
how to perform a lumbar 
puncture, including 
positioning, anatomical 
landmarks, indications, 
contra-indications, sterile 
technique, procedural 
technique and 
investigation. 

Medical Expertise 
 

Scholarship and 
Teaching 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 

13. Communication Breaking bad 
news 

A 67 year old woman has collapsed at home. She has a 
GCS of 5, is spontaneously breathing and maintaining her 
blood pressure. Her CT scan shows a massive inoperable 
intracerebral bleed. You have been asked to speak to her 
husband who was present when she collapsed. 

Candidates are required to 
discuss expected short-term 
management - ICU, IPPV 
etc., as well as explaining 
the grim prognosis. 

Health Advocacy 

Communication 

14. History taking Diarrhoea You are required to take a history from a 25 year old man 
who presents with a 2 week history of diarrhoea. 

 
After 6 minutes you will be asked by the examiner to 
summarise your findings and provide a differential 
diagnosis. 

Candidates are required to 
take a focussed history, and 
formulate the information 
into a concise structured 
summary and differential 
diagnosis. 

See Specific detailed OSCE 
sample  History Taking 

Medical expertise 

Communication 

15. Communication Back pain You are asked by your Resident Medical Officer for 
assistance with a 35 year old patient who presented with 
back pain. A thorough history and examination has been 
performed and is unremarkable. The findings are 
consistent with mechanical back pain. You have examined 
the patient yourself and are confident there are no red 
flags. 

 
The patient is not happy with the assessment of the 
treating doctor and feels that the RMO is not listening to 
his concerns. 

 
You, as the Senior Doctor, are asked to speak to the 
patient about his concerns. 

Candidates are required to 
address the patient s 
concerns in a professional 
manner, support the junior 
doctor, and manage the 
patient s expectations. 

Communication 

Health Advocacy 

Professionalism 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 
16. Communication and 

teaching 
Investigation 
plan 

A 27 year old pregnant patient who is 28 weeks gestation 
presents with chest pain. She is otherwise healthy. Her 
vital signs are provided and are normal. You are also 
provided with an ECG and chest X-ray (both normal). You 
have decided that pulmonary embolism needs to be 
excluded. Hospital policy requires that investigation of all 
pregnant patients requires discussion with a radiologist. 

 
You are required to speak to the radiologist on the 
telephone and discuss your imaging choice in a patient 
with a suspected pulmonary embolism. 

Candidates are required to 
provide a coherent and 
evidence-based 
investigation plan that can 
be justified to a consultant 
peer. 

Medical Expertise 

Communication 

Prioritisation and 
Decision Making 

17. Management Asthma A 26 year old man is brought into the emergency 
department of your rural district hospital having a severe 
asthma attack. 

 
You have immediately available an experienced 
emergency department nurse and an emergency 
department registrar. 

The arterial gas result is provided. 

You are asked to manage the patient. 

Candidates are required to 
describe the blood gas 
result to the staff and 
commence therapy for 
severe asthma. 

See Specific detailed OSCE 
sample - Asthma 

Leadership and 
Management 

 
Medical Expertise 
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Station Skill Scenario Expected response Curriculum Reference 
18. Interpretation of 

investigations 
Chest X-ray A healthy 40 year old man who is a non-smoker presents 

with sudden onset of chest pain. His chest X-ray shows 
moderate spontaneous pneumothorax. 

 
You are required to describe the X-ray result to the patient 
and discuss treatment options. 

Candidates are required to 
identify the pneumothorax 
and discuss treatment 
options and implications 
with the patient. 
The patient will be actively 
questioning as to the pros 
and cons of treatment 
options. 
The patient feedback will be 
sought as well as examiner 
observation of the 
explanation. 

Medical Expertise 

Communication 
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APPENDIX 5 

 

 

MCQ Writing Template 

PE/FE/CPD: Type PE/FE/CPD Author(s): Type your name here   

Subject and topic 
reference: 

Type subject and topic LOA Type LOA here  

Text Reference Type references to text here 

Question stem: 

 
 
Type clinically relevant question stem to assess application of knowledge here. 
 
 
 
 
 

Options (in alphabetical order) 

Correct 
Answer 
letter:  
Type 

correct 
answer 

letter here 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Reviewer comments: Please leave this space for reviewer comments 
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APPENDIX 6 

 

EMQ Writing Template 
PE/FE/CPD: Type PE/FE/CPD  Author(s): Type your name here 

Subject and 
topic reference: 

Type subject and topic. LOA Type LOA 

Theme: Type your theme here 

Options: (insert your options in alphabetical order in the table below)  
Add more rows if required. Do not exceed X. Use fewer if required. 

A  I  

B  J  

C  K  

D  L  

E  M  

F  N  

G  O  

H  P  

Lead-in phrase: Type your lead-in phrase here 

Stem (insert your stems below- not all have to be used) Reference Answer letter 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Reviewer comments: Please leave this space for reviewer comments 
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APPENDIX 7 

 

SAQ Writing Template 
FE/CPD: Type PE/FE/CPD Author(s): Type your name here   

Subject and topic 
reference: 

Type subject and topic LOA Type LOA here  

Mark: Type mark allocation here 

Text Reference Type references to text here 

Question stem: 

Type clear, focused stem here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marking Scheme 

 

Type simple, detailed marking scheme to ensure objective and consistent marking 

Model Answer 

Type a comprehensive and clear model answer- clearly outline expectations. 

Reviewer comments: Please leave this space for reviewer comments 
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APPENDIX 8 

 

OSCE Writing Template 
FE/CPD: Type PE/FE/CPD Author(s): Type your name here   

Subject and topic 
reference: 

Type subject and topic LOA Type LOA here  

Mark: Type mark allocation here 

Text Reference Type references to text here 

Question stem: 
Type clinical scenario stem here. 
 
 

Instructions 

 

Candidate: 
Type candidate instructions  
 
 
 
 

Examiner: 
Type examiner instructions  
 
 
 
 

Patient:  
Type patient instructions 
 
 
 
 

Scoring sheet 

Type a list of specific items important to task performance. 

Reviewer comments: Please leave this space for reviewer comments 
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APPENDIX 9 

 
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT 
 

TO: AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
 
 

I,    
[Full Name] 

 
 

 

[Address] 

 
 

 

 
 

 

AGREE AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT: 
 

1. all information from or about the examinations for the Australasian College For Emergency 
Medicine (ACEM) including but not limited to examination questions, information about the 
ACEM examination, examination papers or results and information concerning the procedures 
and process of the ACEM (Confidential Information) must not be used, copied, reproduced, 
distributed or disclosed in any format; 

 
2. the questions on the MCQ examination paper are the only copy of these questions and that 

there are to be no duplicates, extracts or adaptation of these questions; 
 

3. I will not reveal, disclose, amend, use or reproduce the Confidential Information or provide it to 
any other person; 

 
4. I will provide all assistance reasonably requested by ACEM in connection with maintaining the 

confidentiality of the Confidential Information; 
 

5. I have established and maintained security measures to safeguard the Confidential Information 
from unauthorized access, copying, reproduction, distribution, disclosure, use of tampering; 
and 

 
6. I agree to immediately notify ACEM upon becoming aware of any suspected or actual breach of 

confidentiality, unauthorized access, copying, reproduction, distribution, disclosure, use or 
tampering of the Confidential Information. I further agree to return or destroy to the College 
upon their direction, all Confidential Information and any materials in which Confidential 
Information may be contained. 

 
 

DATED this day of   (Year) 
 
 

SIGNED:    
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Each!item!should!focus!on!a!
clinically!important!concept!or!
problem!

� Focus&on&
o common,&serious&or&potentially&catastrophic&

clinical&problems&
o problems&that&would&be&encountered&in&real&

life&Emergency&Medical&Practice.&
� Avoid&items&that&only&require&recall&of&isolated&

facts.&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

!
Each!item!should!assess!the!
application!of!knowledge!
!

� Use&clinical&vignettes&

� Focus&items&on&key&concepts&and&principles&that&
are&essential&information&(without&access&to&
references)&for&all&examinees&to&understand.&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

The!stem!of!the!item!must!pose!
a!clear!question,!and!it!should!
be!possible!to!arrive!at!an!
answer!with!the!options!
covered!

� To&determine&if&the&question&is&focused,&cover&
up&the&options&and&see&if&the&question&is&clear&
and&if&the&examinees&can&pose&an&answer&based&
only&on&the&stem.&

� Rewrite&the&stem&and/or&options&if&they&could&
not.&

� EMQ&only:&Include&leadJins&specifying&the&
relationship&between&the&items&and&the&
options.&&
&

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

TEST 1 

A&six&year&old&boy&has&a&oneJday&history&of&&
(description+of+presenting+complaint,++

history,+physical+exam)&

& What&is&the&most&appropriate&therapy?&

& What&is&the&best&drug&to&treat&Otitis&media?&

& Regarding&Otitis&media&

&

�!
�&

MCQ!

�&

Lead@in:&For&each&patient&with&fatigue,&&
select&the&most&likely&diagnosis.&

Stem:&A&15&year&old&girl&has&a&2&week&history&of&
fatigue&and&back&pain.&She&has&widespread&
bruising,&pallor,&and&tenderness&over&the&
vertebrae&and&both&femurs.&A&complete&blood&
count&shows&haemoglobin&concentration&of&7.0&
g/dL,&leukocyte&count&of&2000/mm3,&and&platelet&
count&of&15,000/mm3.&

Option:&Acute&leukaemia&

EMQ!

TEST 2 

A&62JyearJold&man&develops&leftJsided&&
������"�&��)��� �� -!�!'�� ���)��'!"���#!)�&
and&loss&of&appreciation&of&facial&pain&and&
temperature&sensations.&

& Which&artery&is&most&likely&to&be&occluded?&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

& Rotator&cuff&muscles&include:&

&

�!

MCQ!

�&

Lead@in:!For&each&of&the&following&&
patients,&select&the&most&appropriate&
therapy&

Lead@in:!For&each&of&the&following&patients,&
select&the&best&drug&to&treat&Otitis&media&

Stem:!A&patient&has&(symptoms+and+signs).&

&

�!
�&

EMQ!

TEST 3 

Lead@in:!For&each&of&the&following&&
patients&with&(chief+complaint),&select&the&
most&likely&diagnosis.&
&
Stem:!The+stem+will+be+a+patient+with+a+chief+

complaint+�!

EMQ!

A&patient&has&(symptoms+and+signs).&

Which&of&the&following&is&the&most&likely&
explanation&for&the&(findings)?&

Which&of&the&following&is&incorrect&regarding&
the&trigeminal&nerve?&

&

�!
MCQ!

�&

Five!tests!for!writing!SCQ!items!

Items!not!following!all!the!above!tests!will!reduce!exam!quality,!so!will!be!rejected!and!require!re@writing!

Reference:+Case.+S+&+Swanson+D+(2001+3rd+Edition)+Constructing+

Written+Test+Questions+for+the+Basic+&+Clinical+Sciences+
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Avoid!technical!item!flaws!that!
provide!special!benefit!to!test@
wise!trainees!or!that!pose!
irrelevant!difficulty!

� ����	��% �"����'��#�!"���!����"����� ��,������
���"��������%����!"�"����"!��!���  ��"(-�� �,�����
of&the&following&statements&is&correc"��
��
�+-&

� EMQ&only:&Sets&without&leadJins&(or&with&nonJ
specific&leadJ��!)�!#����!�,��"���������"���%�"��
"�����!"���"���-/�!��#����	�����#!�������#!��
they&generally&pose&inconsistent&or&ambiguous&
tasks&for&examinees.&&

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

Other!recommendations!

� Stems&can&be&long&but&options&should&be&short&

� Avoid&complexity&

� Avoid&#!������!��#"�!�!#����!�,��%�'!-)�,��$� -)�
,���-������"���!&

� �$����$��#��"� �!�!#����!�,#!#���'-�,� ��#��"�'-&
� ������"�� ���!����'�������  ��"�� �,��!"-���!%� &
� EMQ&only:&Options&should&be&single&words&or&

very&short&phrases&in&alphabetical&order.&!

All!distractors!(i.e.!incorrect!options)!should!be!homogeneous!
!

� They&should&fall&into&the&same&category&as&the&correct&answer&(e.g.&all&diagnoses,&tests,&treatments,&
prognoses,&disposition&alternatives).&

� �$����#!����,��#������"���!-�.�+�+����������
*����������#!������/)�#���!!�"�����  ��"���!%� ���������
distractors&are&double&options.&

� All&distractors&should&be&plausible,&grammatically&consistent,&logically&compatible,&and&of&the&same&
(relative)&length&as&the&correct&answer.&

� Order&the&options&logically&(e.g.&numeric),&or&in&alphabetical&order.&

EMQ&only:&They&should&include&between&3&and&26&options,&all&those&that&require&an&appropriate&level&of&
discrimination.&

TEST 4 

A.&Ankylosing&spondylitis&
B.&Osteoporosis&
C.&Intervertebral&disc&infection&
D.&Spinal&stenosis&
E.&Multiple&myeloma&
F.&Myofascial&pain&

EMQ! A.&is&motion&sickness&
B.&have&no&effects&on&people&
C.&is&a&reduction&in&visibility&
D.&cause&death&
E.&esthetics,&economics,&health&
F.&are&completely&controlled&

EMQ!

A&65JyearJold&man&has&difficulty&&
rising&from&a&seated&position&and&straightening&
his&trunk,&but&he&has&no&difficulty&flexing&his&
leg.&Which&of&the&following&muscles&is&most&
likely&to&have&been&injured?&

A.&Gluteus&maximus&
B.&Gluteus&minimus&
C.&Hamstrings&
D.&Iliopsoas&
E.&Obturator&internus&

MCQ! Regarding&calcium&containing&&
solutions&

A. it&is&recommended&to&give&calcium&chloride&
Intramuscularly&

B. calcium&chloride&is&safe&to&give&via&rapid&
intravenous&bolus&

C. calcium&gluconate&is&the&preferred&solution&
for&intravenous&administration&

D. 10ml&of&10%&calcium&gluconate&contains&
the&same&mmol&of&calcium&ions&as&10ml&of&
10%&calcium&chloride&

MCQ!

TEST 5 

A&(patient+description)&has&&
(abnormal+findings).&

Which&of&the&following&(positive+
laboratory+results)&would&be&expected?&

With&regard&to&the&duodenum,&which&is&
NOT&TRUE?&

&

�!
�& MCQ!

Last&updated&4/12/2015&

Items!not!following!all!the!above!tests!will!reduce!exam!quality,!so!will!be!rejected!and!require!re@writing!




